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Foreword.
INGLEBOROUGEI,'Whernsitle, Penyghent ancl Gragareth X'eUs- &re geologically similar in sbructure with summits composecl of
impervious rock, mostly Millstone Grit, resting on & mass of Car-
boniferous Limestone (600feet thick) which in turn liesunconformably
on the Anciont Rocks, the latter being exposed in the Ingloton Glens,
especially below Thornton Force. Becauge of ihis structure, with
the additional complication of extensive faulting, streams from tho
hills flowing clown over the impervious rock anil coming against
permeablo limestone, havo clisolved some of the lime, in the course
of centurios onlarging existing joints anal cracks in the limostone, thus
protluoing thoso horizontal unclerground passages ancl vertical cavities
wo know a,s caYos and potholes.

Tho formation of caves and potholes, stalactitos and stalagmites
is a procoss to bo measured in terms of centuries ; it was going on in
prehistoric times ancl ib is going on now. Streams still find new
pa,ssag€s in tho limestone and dessrt their old. waterways. Heavy
floods roveal now potholes. Stalactites lengthon and swell,,and
cracks and joints in the rock wiclen anci become cleeper.

Naturo never rosts, antl her work through ths centuries has maale
the neighbourhoocl of Ingleton one gigantic honeycourb of unilergrouncl
chamberg.

Ib is the purpose of this little book not so much to provid.e a ready-
maile tlescription of tbom for the visitor to take away, as to whet his
appetite for personal oxploration of euch of them as aro safe for
amateurs. In recent years they have receivecl much attention : in-
ileecl an entirely fresh species of " ologist " has been produced by
thom. Ile is tho speleologist, from the Greek woril for cavo. But
your true speleologist has come by his knowledge in tho " hard way."
He knowg the risks, the ilangers of these caves anil how to counter
them. The amateur will do well to " watch his step," and if bent on
further oxploration to join ono of tbe many organised clubs.

*>F*tr

Since the flret odition of this booklet blasting operations in Ingleton
Quarry have revealecl tho presence of a cave high up in the rock face.
It is reached by ascending a narrow inclined. limestone ledge from
the levol grouncl below tho quarry cliff. The opening is minute ancl
at once tlrops vertically to a depth of about 50 feet. Ilalf-way down
a ledge juts out on the right from which a passage ascencls upstream
for a ehort distanco. X'rom the bottom of the shaft the courso of
the etroam can be followed along a twisting and sbarply desconding
cave passage, wbere there is a confusion of stonos ancl boulilers anal
the floor is vory muddy. After some 70 yarcls the cavern becomes
blookod with debris, but tho stream obviously reaches the River Doe
ghrough the qboke,
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fn itg ontirety, the pothole at times geoms to carry a, oonsidorable
amount of water as the walls and roof show markeil signs of heavy
flooding. It hae somo beautiful stalactiteg ancl in places tho t'oof is
very lofty. From my observation, the pothole soems to follow a
prolongeil joint in the limestone: owing to continual blasting there
&ppears to be consiclerable ilanger of falling rock.

There have beon discoveries since in tho Gaping Gill area ancl abolo
Malham Cove. It is probable that as a regult of those bazardous
explorations by various skiled pothole enthusiasts moro new entry
passages may be opened up into the Gaping Gill system anil that a
way mey eventually be found into a possible large c&vern behinil the
groat cliff of Malham Cove.

-o_
Chapter I
The Town

TNGLETON, the firo or beacon town as its name implios, sprawls- at tho foot of fngleborough, which towere in rugged gra,ncleur to a
height of 2373 feet. The average altitude of tho town is 500 feet; a
varied accumulation of houses ancl cottages, both old and new, which
Iiko Topey "just growecl," it lies for tbe most part on tho oast bonk
of the River Grota. Two mountain bocks surge down the ruggeil fells
from tho north : one, the Twiss or Thornton Beck, comes from
Kingsdale, and the larger stroam, the Doe or Dale Beck, flows from
Whornsiilo skirting Chapel-le-clale, a quiet littlo hamlet,4 miles{rom
Ingleton. The two streams unite in the town close to the railway
viaduct. X'rom the point of "the meeting of the wators," a turbulont
meet'ing in times of flood, tho new-born river is called Greta and
ovontually joins the Luno to reach the sea, beyonal I:ancastor.

The Parieh Church of St. Mary stancls upon a,n old site overlooking
the Doe, a littlo way abovo "tho meeting of the watore." A church
has stooal horo sinco Norman times, but the present navo clates only
from 1887, though the tower ie 13th century. Possibly bhe nature
of the site has beon responsible for tbe many robuildings which have
taken place, for the bank is glacial drift, antl there is ovidence tbat
more than ono building has sunk slightly and becomo unsafo. Inclee6,
traces of this trouble can be seen in tho present nave in the south
aisle.

Tho sole remaining link with Norman timos now is tho vory fine
font. A curious story attaches to this font. fn Commonweath times
the cloatrine of baptism was repuiliatedl, ancl gangs of unilisoiplined
hooligans roamed tbe country smashing fonts entl dostroying wlgdpwg
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aucl statuary. Standing as the church does on a steep bank, it was
much less trouble to eject tbe lont through the West Door than to
smash it, and this was alone. The font lay in tho water until the
beginning of the 19th contury, when it was roscued ancl regtored to use.

The little Church of St. Oswald at Thornton-in-Ironsdale, near
Ingleton, also alates back to early Norman times. Tho old,church
was burnt to tho grouncl in 1933, but, fortunately, the Norman
torver anil belfry escaped damage and are excellently prosorvetl ancl
co-orclinatecl in the prosent building, which was constructeal two
years after tho fire. Adjoining the churchyarcl aro the Olcl Stocks
which wore in uso as recently as one hunclrecl years ago.

Towarils Clapham beside tho main roatl the romains of a colliery
working givo oviilence of tho presence of a rich coal seam, which
was workecl for many years until lack of capital forced tho mine to
close. Tho miners'dwellings, built mostly of red brick, are situatocl
opposite in a semi-circular little group known as the New Village.

Chopter ll
The Falls Wolk

TIIIS glorious walk covers a clistanco of nearly four miles of
' most varied river ancl rock scenory, Tho two becks, proviously

mentionecl, convorgo in deep ravines barely one milo apart at the
widosb point, and it is in theso glons that naturo has run wild to
procluco in small compass an amazing varioty of scenio wonders.,
Thore aro good paths and the wholo trip will take about threo hours.
Nowhore else in the British feles is thero to be found such scenory
as this in so compaot a space.

From Inglotou Church ilescencl the hill, cross tbe two becks (Doe
and Twiss) and the entranco to the Walk is on the right. Tho path
pasees through an archway into the first glade with the stream on
the right, A gate leads into the " Creeping Steeals," whero, beforo
the dovelopment of the Walk, it starteal literally with a creep beneath
low branches at tho eclge of the stream. The valley soon contracts
anil a staircaso takes the path over a rocky spur of limeetone into
Swilla Glen with bowering cliffs on each side. At tho top of tbo stair-
way the rocks ilip into the river becl at a steep angle anal the bedding
and jointing of tho Carboniferous Limestone can clearly be seen.
Ifero, clearly displayed, is part of tho famous Craven Fault, whero
tho limegtone clips bolow the rocke of the Ingleton plain.

Proceeiling along Swilla Glen and crossing the stream by a wooclea
bridge tho wators become more rapicl as the Glen of Pecca is reacheil
and a seconcl bridge spans the ravine at a point wbere an outcrop of
slate towors abovo it. Ifere, tbe First Pecca Falls pour down the
rocks in a showor of spray. The path now climbs up tho esoarpment
by many stops, wincling and twiating by the river margin, anil
Midclle Pecca, Pecca Twin and llolly Bush Spout are viowed in closg
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sequonce. The path ascenils to the open moor and a glorious pan'
orama is revoalecl. On rouniling a natural amphitbeatre, with l,he
river racing below, the most magnificent waterfall of all is seon-
Thornton Force, the water eascading down a eheer cliff, 46 feet in
height, into a seething pool below. The rock at the top of the fall
is limestone, eroclecl ancl fissured by water action anil this lies un-
conformably on Pre-Cambrian Rocks. The cliff is ovorhanging ancl
it is possible to walk behind the waterfall anci stanil behind a curtain
of glitterir.rg spray. A subsidiary outlet from tho main waterfall
clobouchos from tho rock on the left, ancl is known as Littlo
Thornton Force.

The path again ascends, climbing to the top of the fall, wbere tho
river splashes along serrated limestono iidges and the scene is inde-
scribably lovely. The gorge abovo Thornton n'orco is called Raven
Ray; it is possible to ascencl this glen but progress is difiicult ancl
the botter route keeps to the left ancl clrops ilown to the stream again
towards Kingsdale. n'rom the bridge whicb crosses tho beck thero
aro glorious views of Gragareth ancl Ilunt's Cross. Ascending tho
moors fom the bridge towarcle Twistleton Scars a gato gives on to a,

gra,ss-grown traok coming from Kingsdale anil skirting the base of
the scar. Turning right ancl proceecling along the track, Scar Eucl
X'arm is soon reached anil close to it Twistleton X'arm. From here
the summit of the Scar is easily attained by a greon path, and. the
view from tho woather-beaten rocks is again oxtensivo.

3'rom tho farms there is a choice of two routos-oither that roacl
which branches to the right betweon them loacling clown the hill
separating the glons anil proceeiling direct to fngleton, or straight
on to the next valley. If tho former route is chosen Twistleton
" Nunnery " will be seen lying on tho right-hand side of the road
and looking patheticallv liko a ruined farmhouee. This place has
an interesting history, but unfortunately littlo now remains of tho
original nunnery, although some of the old windows can be seen,
one being of Saxon design. There havo been geveral eearches
for legendary troasure hidden in the vicinity of the builtling and
during one raicl part of an ancient chimney was tlestroyoJ. A stone
which once stood above the doorway of the " Nunnery " has been
preserved by the owner of the property and this bears the date L667.
This is believed to be of later tlate than the rest of tbe structure.

The other route crosses tho narrow motalleil road which leacls
north'to Chapel-le-clale ancl soutb to fngleton, joining the track just
montioneal lower down the bill.

Beazley X'arm, tho next house, lies amongst trees, ancl close to it
aro Beazley Fallg a series of cascailos formecl by the Doe in its
headlong dash !o tbe gorges. Near the Farm, stepping stones allow
the visitor to crosg tho river abovo the falls and proceeal over the
meaclows. to White.Scar Caves, situatgd beside the Inglstou-Hawes
road,
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Ihe ravine fashionoil by tho Doe ie grim and sa,vago. and although
not possessing many waterfalls has deep gorges anil pools. The path
is sometimes unoven anil great prostrate slabs of slato strow tho
valloy. Baxenghyll Gorge, first reacheil, piercos tho rock to a
prodigious clepth and is spannecl by a bridge which gives an awe-
inspiring view of the swirling cataclysm below. Tho continuation
of the canyon clown-stream is called Yew Treo Gorge, where tho
turbulent rivor writhes viciously betwoen pointoil minatory rocks.

Evontually, the gorge becomes a glen ancl savagery gives place to
sorenity as the path winds through woodecl glacles, until with a
mighty roar the water p'lungee down SnirwFalls. The remainiler of
tho walk follows tho stroam along a more gently widening valloy and"

soon tho path skirts a ilisuseal slato quarry. About * mile from here
a puny stroam, tho Skirwith Bock, comes in from the left to join
the Doe, falling 20 feet to mako a splendid waterfali known as Cat
Iroap which is seon to especial advantago aftor heavy rain.

Chapher lll
Some Smoll Coves and o Greot One

(-)N tho Hawes road anil almost opposite Storrs Elall a pyramid-v shaped mouncl rises from the inclined limostono escarpment'
In a gully noar this mound an old cloorway leads into Storrs
Common Cave. Once a cave of high merii ancl oI ilangor, tho deeper
portion is now walled up. Aftor heavy rain the sounal of water can
bo heard from beyoncl this artiflcal barrier as a stream ilrops into,a
hiclden labyrinth bolow.

By fotlowing tho road towarcls llawes for about half a mile the
visitor will seo a farm house lying amongst trees on the left hand side.
This is Skirwith X'arm. A little way up the scar in the field opposite
there is a disueed qua,rry with a fow trees clinging to its scarreil
walls. X'rom the quarry base a minor rill, the Skirwith Beck,
omorges from a low cave mouth, courses down the field, flows through
tho farm grouncls and joins tho Doe via Cat I-reap n'alls. It is
possiblo, althougtr uncomfortable, to enter this cave ancl to explore
tho lofiy chambers which lie beyond tho contracted entranco passage.

Abovo the quarry on tho surface towarcls the higher slopes oI
Ingleborough a sink hole communicateg with this cavo ancl from
this sink the roar of water in tho cavern below can sometimes be

heard. Tho namo usually appliod to this Eystem is Skirwith
Quarry Caves.

Nearly one milo from Skirwith X'arm ancl immediately on the
roailsiilo, the celebrated White Scar Cavos are founcl, discovered by
a Cambridge unilergracluate in 1923, ancl since oponecl up and illum-
inated throughout by electricity. There is a charge for aclmission,
but this is woll worth while, for tho visitor can penetrate almogt
half a mile into tho heart of Ingleborough mountain in comfort'
Thore is an gxcollent eafo near the cavo entrancg,
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Chapel-le-dole

TIIE lfitl Inn, four miles from fngleton on the Elawes roacl ancl
two ancl a half miles from White Scar Caves, is a well-known

centre for the ma,ny caves and tho alpine scenery of this quiet
hamlet, couchecl benoath the northern flank of fngloborough. From
the Inn a path leads up the slopes of Ingloborough along a dlry valley
to Great Douk Cave, which lies at the bottom of a huge potbole, 60
feet doep ancl gurrounded by a wall. A zig zag path winds down
the steep slopes to the bottom. The side nearest to fngloborough
forms a eheer cliff halfway down which a long fissure allows a con-
siderable stream to omerge. The stream after coursing along tho
bottom for several yards sinks amongst chock stones and is lost to
sight. The cave can be entered by two routes; abore the watorfall,
ancl reacheil by a narrow ledge which crosses abovo the lower moutb,
the visitor can onter the cave dryshod through an " eyeholo," but
this way is tlangerous ; the alternative route is up the waterfall itself
through the main mouth oi the cave, where thore is nearly always a
superabuntlance of water and the rock is very slippory.

Xtor some yarils upstream tho cavo floor is packecl with boulders
and flat stones. About 50 yarcls from the entrance daylight is
encounterod, coming from a narrow tree-girt shaft which communi-
cates with the main cayern from tho limestone terraces 40 feet above.
This is Little Douk Hole.

In the immediato neighbourhood of Liitle Douk Ifole are soveral
other caves vory nea,r bhe surface. The first is reacheil by striking
S.W. from l-iittle Douk towarcls the contral massif of fngleborough.
Elarclrawkin, or n'ar Douk Cavo as it is callecl, lies close to tho furtbor-
most wall at the bottom of a small shakeholo. Bobh upstream ancl
tlownstroam this cave can be followed somo alistance with risk of a
wotting. Similar oponings in the moor are founcl close by in the
eame allotment. These aro known as ihe High Douk Holes.

Srom the end of the field. a gate gives on to the open moorlancl ancl
a slight clescent should now be macle towarcls ao oulcrop <lf limestone
lying towards the central ridge which joins Ingleboiough to park
Fell. The rocks are grotesquely flutecl and. fissured hke the terraceg
abovo Douk, although not on eo vast a scale. A sheep pon edges the
limestono pavement ancl a etream enters a beclcring cave too-low to
permit investigation. The second. gtream dropJ into a funnel-
shaped rift and aftor a short journey through a twisting cavo pa,ssago
clisappears beyond a basin-like rib of rock t"o sink lmo.6aiately io iis
own bed. This passage is easily followecl from the mouth to the
point of the ilisappearanoo of the stream anal breaks through to tho
purfg,co in several places, gomo q{ these gornmunicating- orifiggq
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a,re aleep ancl clangerous, ancl care should bo taken in walking ovor
the sometimes slippery surface rocks.

Braithwaite Wifo Shakehole, a cleep grass-grown deprossion with
a stony bottom, lies in the next allotment near the wall running
parallel to the ridgo and. S.S.W. of Douk Cave. Tho stonos in the
bottom of tho hole close a passago into Sunset Ilole Cavos, the truo
entranco to whicb is found abovo Braithwaite Wife Shakehole highor
up the fellside and in the next allotment. Sunset Ilole is a cavo of
engulfment anil usually swallows a congiclerablo stroam. The passage,
entered through a manholo, is easily followed for a goocl ilistance
anil thore are lateral passa,ges. Exploration should not be under-
takon alone or without proper tackle, as the interior is clangerous
anil thero are d.eop lailder pitchos.

Tho next allotment holdsfrosh surpriso. Just beyond the dividing
wall which rune clown from Ingloborough is the great chasm of
More Gill, which drops over 400 foet into the limostone in a series
of gigantic subterranean steps. .It is a narrow gurface cavity with
mountain ash clinging to its edges and it engulfs a stream calleil
Mere Gill. It contains a clark forbidding lake of great depth, which
gives this frightful rift its namo.

On the other sido of the llawes roaal on tho slopes of Whernsid.o
a well markecl track leads from below tho lIill fnn to a wooilecl
valley, the one-time bed of the Doe, which now takes a subterranean
course from below Gatekirk Cave to roappear after brief appearances
at Weathorcote Cave and llurtle Pot, at God's Bridge below Chapel-
le-dale Church. fn tho centre of this valley just beforo Gatekirk
Cave is a natural phenomonon known as Hawes Gill Wheel, where
ssvoral small streams pour from the rock at the top of a clepression
and casoaale to tho bottom immediately to bo swallowecl up again.
Iligher up the valley the Doo pours out of the imposing mouth of
Gatskirk Cave. Ths cave is enterecl on the right bank of the rivor
and tho roof is low for several yarclg; then tho cavewiilens and the
roof towors above with stalactites of varying sizes hanging from it.

Behind Bruntscar X'arm, half-a-mile west of Gatekirk Gill, is
Bruntscar Cave, a fine " cave of clebouchuro " tunnelling into
Whernside for almost half-a-mile belore contracting to a mere rift.
Two waterfalls must be climbed in the oxploration of this cave.
Proceoding along the foot of tho scars from Bruntscar towarils the
little hamlet of Winterscalos the visitor will soon reaeh Ivescar
Farm. Immediately behind the tarm a stream issues from a tunnel-
like cave, which soon becomes nauow and choked with debris.
These are the Boggart lloles.

On the toB of tho scar betweon Ivescar ancl Bruntscar there ie
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a farmhouso called Scar Top. Near this at the bottom oI a shake-
bole is Homeshaw Cave, which can be exploreil both up-stream
anil clorvn-stream for a distance of 20 to 30 yards in ilry weather.
Browside Cave, nearbv, is a fine cave of exit similar to Homoshaw
but much richer in calcareous formations ancl very contractecl in
parts. It has a most unpromising entrance.

The tiny Church of St. Ireonard, seating fower than 100 persons,
.lies amongst trees beside the Doo, one mile from Gatekirk, ancl at
the foot of tho rise to the Hill fnn. Originally with Ingleton Church
'a chapel-of-oaso to the mother parish of Bentham, the church was
known as Wisodalo Chapel or fngleton n'eils Chapel.

A litile way behind tho church lies Hurtle Pot, a black ugly pot-
hole 70 feet in depth. At tho bottom tho subterranean River Doe
swirls anal eddies with a dull glutting souncl which was ascribed in
more Buperstitous days to the Ifurtlo Pot " Boggart." X'urthor up
tho valley, about 40 yarils from Hurtle Pot and at the foot of a cliff,
a narrow oval rift again communicatos with tho river. Hero is
Jingle or Ginglo Elolo, 40 feet deep. ft is so namecl, like ite
neighbour in Kingsdale, on account of the low reverborating noise
procluceil in its depth whon a stone is cast ilown.

Woathercote llouse, in a boautiful setting, lies abovo Jingle Hole
aucl near tho awo-inspiring Woathorcote Cave, which is surrounded
by a wall and clothod with trees and vegotation. Permission to view
the cave is obtained on application at Weathorcote Elouso. The
stream pours clown tho funnel-shaped" hole in a magnificent waterfall,
only to go undorground again at once. Weatbercoto is misnamecl for
it is not so much a cave as a pothole. Certainly tirere is a small cave
at bho bottom, but this is contractecl ancl clooe not allow exploration.

Chapter V

lngleborough

'THE ascent of Ingleborough is bost maclc from Storrs Hall aboveI Ingleton. From the common opposite the Ifail there is a track
which leads to Crina Botiom Ilouso. From Crina Bottom, a litilo
house clinging to tho hillside under rugged scars, there is a goocl path
to the summit along tho valley of Jenkin Beck and finally up natural
gigantic steps of the Yoredalo sanilstono anrl limestone and millstono
grit rocks to the flat topoflngleborough. The distance from fngleton
to the summit cairn is almost 4 miles. Tho mountain can also be
aecenaloal from Clapham through tho Ingleborough Estate, pdst
Clapham Cave ancl along the ridgo from Gaping Gill Hole. The
third routo is from Chapel-le-dale by way of Douk Caves anil up tho
oonnecting spur between fngleborough proper and Park Fell.

Ingleborough summit is porfeotly flat, composecl of ooarge uilletone
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grit anil is nearly ono milo in ciriumferonco. The name signifies
that it servecl as an important beacon ancl there is no doubt that
fngloborough was once useal as a military post of consequence'

Close to Crina Botbom is a sourco of Jenkin Beck which starts
its career ab tho bottom of a srnall potholo called Rantry Elole. fn
an erratic course now above, now bolow grounil the little beck
turnbles down towards Ingloton ancl soon drops in a fino waterfall
(Easegill X'orce), passos undorneath the old Ingleton-Clapham roacl
near Yarlsber X'arm and joins the Greta beyoncl the New Village.
Tho Force lies amongst trees, is spanneil by a natural stone bridge
anil is reachecl most conveniently from Yarlsber Farm'

About 700 yarcls above Crina Bottom slightly to tbe left of the
path up fngleborough anil about I mile fr.om the summit close to
somo sbooting butts are found a group of shakeholos formecl by the
action of bog rivulets. Tbe deepest of these has grass-grown siales

ancl is of conical shapo.

Another group of cloepor potholos gaping in the moor, lies some
80 yards to the oast and less than I mile to the N'N.E. of Crina
Botiom and quite near to the Ingleborough path. An imaginary line
from tho centre of the Ingloborough plateau extonded to reach Orina
Bottom llouge will almost pass ovor the deepest of these holes.
The first one is almost perfectly symmetrical with rooky, tounilecl
wolls, clotbeil luxuriantly with ferns and vegetation-the pothole
dips vertically for nearly 40 fest. The next obvious shakeholo,
again towarde the east, looks unpromising and forms a cloublo holo
biitlged by a narrow woathereil rib of limestono. The visitor shoulal
take care when walking on the stonos by the natural bridgo, how-
ever, for in a position almost hidden from sight by large stones a
hideous liitle rift clrops vertically to a dopth of over 40 feet.

Following the road from Yarlsber Xtarm towardls Clapham tho
hamlet of Newby Cote will bo reacheil aftor a walk of 3* miles.
From here the moor rises sharply towaiils fngleborough and Newby
Moss is gained by following an ancient stream bed doitod with curioug
circular depressions. This is Know Gap Sike, which is: artificially
controlleil anil only carries water after hoavy rain or snow. Striking
left from the Sike bollow at a point about ono milo fros Newby Cote
a scramble througb bog and margh brings the visitor to a bouliler
cairn on Nowby Moss summit from which the first big spur o{
Ingleborough can be seen rising from the wild moorlancl. About
200 yards from this cair{r is tho Newby Moss pothole r6gion'

, A tree clings precariously to the side of a narrow zig-z*g flssuro
some tbreb feot wide, twonty feet long anil spanneil by natural bridges
of weatberod limesbone. This is the d.eopost of the Pillar Pots pierc'
ing the moor to a clepth of 160 fest. The deepest hols-of all in-this
group, however; lies some 130 yards west'from hero ancl clescotrcls to
the ;stoni"shing:depth of almost 350 feei. This is Long Kin llole
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West and it is a dry holo formocl by tlre enlarging by water of a lault
in the limestono.

Nearby and N.N.W. of the Pillar Pots aro situatod Moss Shaken
Hole and Boggart's Roaring Hole, neither as cleep as the former but
presenting interesting geological features. Boggarb's Roaring Hole
is ovor 100 feei deep antl thore is a smooth slab of rock on ono siale
of the rift down which a stream roars in web woather to sink
through stonos at the bottom. A peculiar vibrating sound rising in
croscenclo omanatog from time to time frorn this hole, ancl is probably
caused. by water seeping through the rocks in the lower limestone
strata. This is locally cailod tho " Bcgg,lrt " or the " Fairy Churn "
and in folk-logend is attributod to " little people " working grimly
in their mountain workshops. Souncl-phenomena irre common in
Yorkshiro potholos anil havo givon rise in former times to many
legends of this kind.

Betracing steps to the Sike and heading in an eastorly direction
ii ie a 30 minutos walk to tho colobratecl Gaping Gill Elole. On the
way meny " swallow holes " are passotl hinting ab tbe presence of
cave systems below, anil from time to time a minor stleam appoars
on tho surface to be swallowed up again aftor a fow yarcls. Gaping
Gill llole lurks at the lowest portion of a natural basin sunk into
the moor, down which cascades X'ell Beck draining the slopes of
fngleborough. This is the grandeet anal most spacious pothole in the
British fsles, although the narrow surfaco cloft gives no hint of the
colossal oathedral-like caverns which exist below. Tho primary shaft
drops 365 feet into tho main chamber, which glitters with formations
of calcito. Long anil dangerous clesceniling cave pa,ssages extencl from
the main cavorn in at least three directions, 8., S.E , ancl S.W., ancl
not all of theso are yet completely explorecl. Tho groatest depth so
far reached in this system is about 450 feet. The wators from Gaping
Gill reappear near the magnifioent mouth of Clapham Cave, ono
mile lowor clorvn the moor in the Ingleborough Estate. Just above
Clapham Cave ancl betweon it and Gaping Gill tbere is a dry valley
hemmed in by beetling cliffs, This is Trow Gill, and it is possiblo
that it was once a hugo cavern, the roof of which collapsed leaving an
open oa,nyon, through which the visitor may climb a rocky gtaircase
to Gaping Gill. Clapham Cave is a splendid stalactite cavo which
can be followed for a long way in comparativo comfort by the light
of canclles. ft ig advisablo, howover, to inquiro at Clapham village
beforo proceeding to the csve to confirm the presenco of a guide,

About one milo from Gaping Gill to the north oast anal in the next
allotment are several deep holes of morit. Marble Pot lies near the
dividing wall noarest the Gaping Gill allotment, Near Marblo Pot
towarcls tho centre of the allotment are the twin abysses of Long Kin
Iloles East, penetrating the moor vortically to e grea,t depth. The
cleeper hole is circular in sbape and boundod by a crumbling wall,
while its partner is loug anil narrow. Due north of Long Kin Eoles

C Harringtonlngleton



I

t

Thornton Force C. Harrington
The " Map of Wales " formation
in Yordas Cave, Kingsdale
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in a hollow is l-rong Kin Cavo which engulfs a fair-sized stroam.
Betwoen this cave and Marble Pot ancl on the ridge intorvening are
two narrow rifts proclucod by fauliing wbich pierce the moor for
great depths. These are calleil Jockey liole and Rift Pot.

Closo to the opposito wall frorn Gaping Gill allotment and in the
same field as Irong Kin lloles East, lying to the N.N.E. of tho latter,
an awful rift gapes in the moor, descending to a depbh of over 300
feet. This is Juniper Gulf which is vory, vory wet and extremely
dangerous. The wall passing near the gulf strikes along the limestone
escarpment from north to south ancl a gato givos passage into the
next allotment. In this allotment nearly one mile from the gate near
a Shooting Box and due E.N.E. from Juniper Gulf tho siko calleil
n'ell Close loses itself amongst the stones. Near this spot is a slit
in tho earth which can be enterod but it is dangerous ae the cave
passago has a stoop downward troncl ancl is rather wet. Nick Pot, as
this cave is callecl, has a total depth of over 260 feet.

Lowor down the slopo anil almost in line with Nick Pot a wall
surroundg a small oval pothole 50 feet cleep, the sides of which are
richly clothed with ferns anal other vegetation. This is Sulber Pot,
from which there is an oxtensive view of Penyghent across tho B,ibble
Valloy, Cam Fell to the N.E,, and tho Settte tritls to the S.E.

From this vantage point looking almost cluo north a clump of
treos will be observeal stancling alono on tbe moor some one and a
half miles distant boyond a limestono plateau. Among thego trees
lies one of tbe finest Yorkshiro potholes-Alum Pot, a Iarge oval-
shaped abyss of great depth, a Iarger edition, in fact, of Sulbor Pot.
The Alum Pot Beck cascades down the pot in ono magnificent
plunge, antl a furbher stream is seen to enter the chasm some 60
feot below tho gaping moutb. AIum Pot is moro than 300 foet doop
ancl can only be descended with the aid of proper equipmont. It
can be doscondoal oither tbrough tho main shaft, which is a hazaralous
vonture, or through I-ong Churn Caves, which lie to tho north-west
and communicate d.irectly with the main gulf. Irong Churn Caves
piorce the nakcd limostone like lattice-work aDd ca,n be explorecl for
a short distance by the orclinary rambler. Care is necess-ary, how-
ev€r, as thoy are caves of ongulfment and unwariness might causo
miehap.

About half-a-milo north of Long Churn Caves in the direction of
Ribblehead and at the foot of Park FolI a stream (Washfold Spring)
runs bslow grouncl close to a sheepfold. Somo distance bolow th-e
point whero the stream onters the limeetone a small crevice pene-
trates 6o tho wator cbannel about 15 feet below the surfaoe. This
is the unpromising and uninviting entranco to a deop chasm callecl"WashIold Pothole. ft is oxtremely dangerous and difficult and wag
first explorocl iu its entirety in 1"934 after a long and hazarilous
siego, when a depth of over 400 feet was reached. The cavo is vory
oontractocl in most portions anil is exceseively wet throughout; The
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visitor must be content to view this cave from the safety of the
surface, for it presents groat problems even to the experiencod pot-
holer ancl is dofinitely not in the province of amateurg.

Dicken Pot Cavo lies nearly 200 yards W.N.W. of Long Churn
Caves in a hollow at tho other side of a jagged spur of limestone,
ancl a wall running along the top of the limestone has to be climbed.
A stream courses near the surface in the hollow, bridged for nearly
80 yards by narrow ribs of rock. X'inally, this stream leaps into a
cave of ongulfment and falls in a series of cascades to lower rogions.

Thero appoars bo be somo alifference of opinion ss to which pothole
in tho Alum Pot area is Diokon Cave ancl which is Upper Long
Churn Cave. I believe it ig now well established that Dickon Cave
is tho one next to Irong Churn proper and lying just north of Alum
Pot, whilst tho ono I have labelled as Dicken Cave is in roality
calleil l}pper Long Churn. Early books on the district tlefinitely
name this lattor-as Dicken Pot Cave, however.

It is a point worthy of note that the waters from Alum Pot are
soen again in X'ootnaws Holo betwoen the Ribblo ancl Selsitlo before
flowing wnilerneath the Ribble finally to join it on the other side by
way of a murky pool callod Turn Dub. This phenomenon is explainotl
by the fact that hero the Ribble runs over glacial drift; originally the
waterg from Alum Pot emptied themselves directly into tho rivor
when tho valley was muoh cleeper, but, when this was fillecl during
tho Ioe Age with a drifi of boulder clay, they hail to burst a way
through under the great pressuro of wa,ter in Alum Pot.

Chopter Vl

Whernside ond UPPer Ribblesdole

\Y/HERNSIDE (2414 feet), the highest mountain in theso parts,Yv is usually ascendeal from Bibblehead, 5t miles from fngleton
and Lt miles from ihe Hill Inn. Tho summit can also be roachoil by
taking ths road from Ingleton to Scar Enc[ Farm, scaling Twistleton
Scarg antl crossing tlesolate Scales Moor. This way is long and
tedious, howover. and the first route is recommenclecl. It is possible
to get a bus from Ingloton to Ribblehoad (Station fnn) on cortain
days of the week, and one of theso days shoulcl bo chosen for the
ascont. Whernside has a long cat-like contour lacking the bolil
ruggoilness of fngleborough, but it is a boautiful mountain, ancl from
it tho surrounding views aro magnificont. The Whernside Tarns
lie on peat bocls near to the 2050 feet contour line on tho northern
slopes nearly l-* miles from the summit cairn.

The railway viaduot wbich carries the main line from London to
Carlisle across the deop valley between fngloborough and Wherugid.e
ilr 1328 feet long and is composed of 24 arcbos. The piers aro sunk
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deeply into the moor, resting or, 
"oo"r"io 

wbich is laiil upon soliil
rock. For very many years there was a large camp of labourers who
struggled to find a firm foundlation for the massive arches, ancl to
clrive a tunnel through the rising moor to bring the line to Dentdale.
At one time, iluring an epiilemic of smallpox, burials in the little
churchyaril at Chapel-le-tlale reachocl twelve a tlay. When finally
the task was done the Railway Company erocted a mernorial in the
church to those whose lives had boen lost, while tho lychgate, also
erectecl by the Company, recalls tho grim price paid for thp conquest
of nature embodieil in thoso massive works.

About half a milo from the Station Inn ancl N.N.E. of it, near a
raiseal limestono platoau on the opon moorland on the left-hand side
of the roacl, a busy stream has hollowed out a series of fine caves.
On tho Orilnance Map ihe upper cave lies at a point tlirectly above
"Runscar Scar" where tho water sinks into an excellent cave which
can be explorecl for a goocl distanco, though at the risk of a consiclor-
able wetting. Near this cavo, Rainscar or liunscar Cave as it is
calleil, ancl markeil by a atunted rowan tree, there is a small shakehole,
almost 35 feet in depth. This is usually a dry hole anil thero ie noth-
ing to promise lurther cavo passages at tho bottom. This is known
as Cudcly Gill Pot. n'rom tho base of the limestone plateau almost
in a line from this pot the stream emerges from a lofty cave only to
disappoar almost immediately into a cave of engulfment. Both
upstreaur and downstream these passages can be exploreil for soveral
yards-the lower cave finally becoming blocked. Further down tho
moor tho stream once more shows iteelf in another double cave, a,nal

both upper ancl lower ca,vos aro accessiblo for about 20 yards. There
aro few stalactitos or stalagmitos in theso cavos, but overywhero there
is tufa, and the water of tho stream is hoaviiy charged with iron'
Finally this active little stream sinks in the muddy bottom of Batty
Wife Sbakehole which, although at presont partially Iilletl in, appoars
to be opening out again. Batty Wife llolo is a peculiar name ancl
there aro other holos in this distriat sirnilarly nalmecl, such as Braith-
waite Wife Shakeholo previously described.. I-,egend has ii that
these holes were used for the riddance of troublesome wives.

At the nortb encl of the railway viad.uct anil close to the west side
of the enbanlrment a conspicuous sink hole contains a clouble cavo
rich in stalactites but somewhat damp. This is Gunnerfleet Cave,
anil is near the farm of the game name.

n'rom the Station fnn in the direction of Elawes there is a cluster
of trees and the hamlet of Goarstonee, one mile from ihe fnn. About
200 yards bofore the hamlet is roacheil a track leaile from the rigbt-
hand eide of tbo road [o Thorn'e Gill, a voritable hidden paraclise.

Gayle Beck, an upper source of the Ribble, thuuclers clown a rooky
canyon, densely clotheil with vegetation, to form several picturesque
waterfallg. Before crossing the footbridge at the bead of the r,avine
a short walk towardg Gearetones along the left bank of the str€am
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Near tho mouth is a dark forbidding lake arresting further progress
into the c&vern beyoncl to all but experionceil cavers.

S.E. of Iligh Birkwith is d.esolate Ilorton Moor anil Penyghent
(2273 feet), whoro tbere are ma,ny moro caves ancl potholes, among
them llunt Pot, Hull Pot, Jackdaw Hole, Sell Gill Pot antl Peny-
ghent Long Churn Caves.

A track from the Station Inn branches off tho lfawos roacl and
creeps unclor the railway viaduct. After a journoy of almost U mjles
Gunnerfleet X'arm is reachecl ancl a wooden bridge carries the track
across Little Dale Beck, thereby joining another allotmont roacl.
There is a choice of two routes upstream by way of the little hamlot
of Wintorscales. A footpath leacls from Gunnerfleot farmyarcl ancl
reaches Winterscales along tho right bank of the river. By croesing
the briilge ancl turning ,right the allotment roacl also leaclg to tho
hamlot, but the footpath is tho shorter route ancl more pleasanb as
it commands a continual view of tho little river splashing and rippling
morrily below.

Wintorscalos consists of two occupieil farmsteads, Iying snugly
among treeg on the edge of the gurgling stream. From hero the
bock is followed up the moor along tho dosolate valloy between
'Whernside and Blea Moor. Thore is a path of sorts loailing through
tho marshy grouncl, and it twists and turns valiantly to avoid tho
woret of the bog. After a scramblo o{ somo 1} miles a bridge crosses
the railway-the Little Dale Beck ig now splashing 'along the Bloa
Moor side of the railway-ancl another stream from Whernside flows
in from tho west ancl after being carried across the railway, joins
the stream from Blea Moor. Just boyond hero the railway enters
Blea Moor Tunnel which cuts through the hill and carries the line
into Dentdale, a valley of infinite beauty ancl grandeur.

The stream from Whernsido is calleal n'orce Gill. X'ollowing the
gill upstream over bog anil hoather, the waters begin to flow more
rapidly but the district seoms uninterosting ancl clesolate, whon
suilclenly, upon rouncling a rocky defile, a grancl ancl unexpecteil spec-
tacle is encountered. The valley is dominated by a rugged cliff, 50
foet high, sot in an amphitheatro, anil the stream pours down in a
splenclid watorfall, 40 feet high. The cliff is composetl of shalo over-
lain by seclimentary limestono and grits and the view from the top
of the fall is magnificent.

Coutinuing upstream several small cascailes of varying height are
passeil, and tbo ravine aaconds slowly for nearly ha,lf a mile. Upon
a turn to the loft towards the grand massif of Cable Rako, tho Upper
Force thrusts sudilenly into sight-another cliff juts across the valloy
ancl clown it the stream hurls itself in an ecstasy of foam anil spray.
Tbis waterfall is 49 feet high antl the waters ciescend in a twisting
caseailo, saial to resemblo a mare's tail. The cliff is an outcrop of
ypriglblo strpta with grits alncl sandstono predominating.

leads to Holmo Gill Cave. Once a show cave of great merit (there
are tho remains of an olcl gate at tho ontrance) tfris is a high, wiile
passa,go for over 150 yards with more tban enough water.

Returning to the footbridge and crossing the beck it is possible to
travel downstream on tho opposite bank. Katnot, or Cupnick, Cavo
is situateal halfway down the ravine above tho stream just below
an old lime kiln and noar rvhat appoars to be a spring, though in faot
it is the wator coming from tho cave at a lower level. Tho cavo is
enteretl over a heap of loose stones and. tho unpromising entranco
leads the explorer into a vast cavern, twisting anil turning into tho
scar limostono. The passage can be followed easily for 100 yards
before water makos progress more diffieult. With the proper oquip-
mont this roomy cavern can be ponetratecl for a much greater dis-
tance and. it is one of ttre finest cavos in tho district.

A fow hundred yarils abovo Gearstones towards lfaweg a lane leacls
off to the right and crosses Gayle Beck by a narrow footbridge. This
lane proceeile over Cam Fell and may bo followecl uphill for nearly
one milo, when a weatherbeaten signpost 1432 feet above the sea
points toKettlewell (10 mileg) and lngleton (fO mites). Turn right
hore following the old packhorso roacl from Elawes to Sottlo, ancl after
a downhill journey of nearly one mile Ling Gill Bridgo is roached
spanning Cam Beck, another source of tho Ribble. I_ring Gill is similar
to Thorn's Gill, but more savage, and. there are numerous displaced
wator-worn rocks strown about in chaotic confusion. Down the gill
on tho right-hancl bank and after a walk of some 1* miles Net[sr
Lodgo X'arrn is reachecl. From hero a shorf cart track loacls ovor tho
moor to Brow Gill. This is a small ravine not so grancl as Thorn'g
Gill or Iriirg Gill bui; possessing a very fine cave from which tho stroam
emerges. Thero are sharp rocks near the lofty.entrance passage but
onco past these tbe cavo oan be explorod eaeily for a considerable
distance. ' Tho Caif Holoe, situated about I mile abovo Brow Gill
Cave anil on tho siile of a cart track near Old Ing Farm, aro connoctecl
with the lattor, although complote exploration is difficutt work as tho
passage is almost blocketl midway with boulders. From the interior
of Brow GiIl Cavo, howeyer, the noise of the water falling clown the
Calf llolee can be heard distinctly.

Old Ing Cave is noar Old Ing Farm, but it is vory difficult to
locate ancl onquiry should be maclo at the farm, It ie a cloublo cave
of ongulfment and. debouchure ancl lies at the bottom of a shakeholo.
This is a fine cave of great height and exploration is easy both up-
etream ancl clownstroam.

Eigh Birkwith is soon reached from Old Ing Farm by followiug the
woll-marked. track ilown the moor for nearly half-a-mile. Just before
High Birkwith Farm ancl in a ileop rocky, troe-linecl gorge is High
Birkwith Cave. Tho entrance is in the left bank of tho etream at tLe
head of tbe oanyon immediately below a disuseil lime kiln. This
oavo is a long narrow cleft anil it is necossary to stoop to gain entry.

/
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About half a mile above this point this samo beck issuos from the
upper limestono geries of rocks just near tho 1800 feet contour line
anil above Greensett Craggs, a lower spur of High Whernside. Upon
casual inspection the cavo mouth appears insignificant as tbe liitle
valloy is strewn with stones. Closer investigation, howover, reveals
a clescencling cave passago or cellar holo, which leads into a roomy
c&vern, lofby and wide. ft is one of the highest lying caverns in the
neighbourhood and is callecl variously lTagtorn or Greensett Cave.

Chopter Vll
Gragoreth

(aRAGARETH summit (ZASO teet) is about 6 miles frorn fngleton.v The moet convenient route is by way of Thoroton-in-I-onsdalo
and Kingsdale. From fngleton the 

"o"d 
p"t.et the Talls Walk

Entranco, passing beneath tho viacluct, ancl presently forks. Bearing
right, Thornton Church is soon reacheil. Turn right hero, passing
the Old Stocks, and continuo up the roail past tho Vicarage in trees
on the left, ascenil the stoep hill past Thornton Hall and tho hill
summit will bo gainod three-quarters of a milo boyond the Hall,
whoro tho elevation is 882 feet. The rocky hill seen on the left at
this point is llunt's Cioss, where the limogtono strata are contortecl
to a trernonilous oxtent. Tbe roail now drops into Kingsclale, an okl
world valley shut in by V{hornside ancl Scales Moss on the right
and by Tow Scar and Gragaroth on the left, whilst in the clistance
to tho north beyond Kingsdale Elouses the track twists anal turns
over the moors to Dont and Dentdale. At the boitom of 

'the 
hill,

about ? mile from tho roail summit, the green track from Twietloton
Ilall and Thornton Force comes in from the right, having crossed
the Kingsda,lo Beck by a narrow wooilen footbridge. One half-a-milo
beyond here on tho right-hand sicle of the road the Kingsclalo Beck,
later to become the Thornton Beck anil later still ihe Twiss,
omerges from the baso of a small cliff called KeId. Ileatl, after a
subterranean journoy from Yorclas Cave and Rowting Pot. The
original bed of the stream stretches almost in a straight line from
hero towarcls the bead of the dale and canies wator only aftor heavy
rain. Aboui one mile from Keld lleail a traok leade to Braicla
Gartb Farm, which lies on the right in a plantation at the foot of
Scales Moor boyond the clried-up bed ol the river. Continue past
this track until level with the outer plantation wall, which strikes
up from Braida Garth and ascends Keld lleacl Scar on the left.
Enter the loft-hand allotment boyond this wall, through a gate, and
ascenal tbe scar. At the top there is a not very woll markecl green
lano-tho Turbary Roail-running along the scar at right angles.
Now it is a straight climb up to the ridge of Gragareth. But on the
way a great abyss in tbe moorlancl called Rowten, Rowting or
Rowantres Pot should be viewod,' Jt is plose to the wall whish wq
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have followecl up iho scar, ancl on tho edgo of the Turbary Road.. The
mouth is crowneal by rowan trees and a tumultuous stream pours
down the ohasm througb a clangerous " oyehole " which is practically
on tho roadside, Rowting Pot is almost 450 feet deep antl is
unproteoteil. Near the pothole, somo 200 yarils to the west towarcls
Gragareth Ridge, Rowting Caves are to be found, anil those can be
entered and followed some ilistance. The waters from tbe caves
re-eppea,r in the oyebole before plunging into Rowting Pot.

Marblo Steps Pot, markecl on the Orclnancs Survey Map as High
Douk Cave, lies on tho southern slopes oI Gragareth anil is reacheil
most convoniently by following the Turbary Roacl from Masongill
Farms. Tho hole is among trees on tho left-hantl sido of the road
ono ancl a half miles from Masongill ancl at- an elevabion of over
1200 feet. Marblo Steps Pot can also be reachecl from Rowting Pot
by following the Turbary Road in a south-westerly direetion for
about 1i miles, whon the pothole will be founil in a plantation on
the rigbt. Marblo Steps Pot is 400 foet deep and is surrounilrtl by
a fence.

I-row Douk Cavo is about 400 yarcls south of Marble Steps antl ie
a grass-grown shakohole which can be descended easily. There is
a wiclo cellar holo at tho bottom which looks promising but eoon
becomog chokod. Thorney Pot lies nearly ono milo from here on
the rigbt side of the road going in the direction of Rowting Pot.
The hole pierces the moor for over 35 feet ancl is surrouncied by a
tumbling wall.

Under half-a-mile from Thorney Pot and between it and Rowting
Pot, somo clistance from the track on the left towards Gragareth
Biclge and near tho centre of tho allotment, a small stream loses
itself amongst etones. Close by is tho entrance to Swinton Elole.
The exploror must clrop clown a small manhole ancl crawl for about
15 yarcls boforo reaching the lofty portions of the caYe, and as a rule
thore is a great cleal of water. This is a clangerous cavo ancl the
tyro shoulcl proceecl with caution,

In the next allotment from Rowbing Pot and situated in a hollow
gome 400 yarcls to the north of it, is a narrow cleft crowned by a
mountain ash. This is Gingling l{ole, pitting the moor to a great
depth. Bull Pot lies on the edge of Shout Scar about 400 yarcls
further north from Gingling llole but lower ilown tho moor. It is
a very contractecl hole almost walled in by boulders but it closcencls

in several pitches joinod together by n&rrow twisting canal'like
passages.

Situated in a plantation again north of Bull Pot is Yorclas Cave,
one of the loftiest and most fantastic caYorns in Yorkshire. Tbe
entranco is very unpromising but the c&vo soon opens out into a
buge chambor with tho roof towering to a prodigious height Among
ite many are&tions Yorilas Cave, possesspg a watorfall, a naturally-
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formeil pulpit, a series of stalactites shaped like an organ, a
" Chapter Houee," and a " flitch of bacon." Iregend has it that a
Nordic Giant named Yordas onco livecl in this cavo, perioclically
hunting about the countrysicle antl givon to clevouring small boys.
Not far above the road in the next stream channel beyond Yordas
lying io the north is Batty Cave, oontaining a lofty little chamber,
into which thore is a clrop of 15 foet.

Chopter Ylll
Leck Fell

THE caves and potholes to be next described lie for the most part on
the dosolate expa/nse of Leck n'eil on the south-westorn alopos of

Gragaretb. Tho best starting point for Leck n'e[ is Cowan Briclge,
botweon fngleton and Kirkby Lonsclale. A 2* miles walk up the
moor on the right along an allotment road brings one to wbere tbo
high moors of Gragareth Hill lie on tho right, Castorton Tell on tho
left, ancl in the clistanco aheail looms the grey-roundeil summit of
the Great Coum, sinister and solitary. Near tho gummit of this
track thore is a lonoly farm Leck X'eil House, situated right on the
bog of Leck Fell, beyond which, in a morass, the track peters out at
a point known as the " Three Shires Heaal." Elere the counties of
Westmorland, Yorkshire ancl Lancashiro meet.

Where a wall runs clown frorn Gragareth and crosges the allot-
ment road closo to a sheep-pen, anil near the point where the wall
bencls towards the sheep-pen, Iies hidden ono of the most stupencl-
oug ancl lofty caverns in England, Thie is Lost John's Cave. It
can be enterecl by either of two routes. A small sink hole on the
inner siale of the wall drops ten feet into a winding passage which
joins tho main passage somo yard.s witbin ancl is hore joined by tho
altornativo route enterod from tho opposite side of tbe wall running
clown from Gragareth. The etream which has formeil the cave
enters the labyrinth at a lower level and in times of flooil makes
exploration diffrcult. This is a massive cavo descending into the
mountain limestone for a depth of nearly 450 feet by various slanting
ancl vertical cave passages. It is a dangerous cave, actually a pot-
holo within & c&vo, and a consiclerable amount of speeialisecl equip-
ment is neecleil to negotiate the deep ladder pitches in its nether
regions.

About 200 yarils south of [,ost John's Cavo ancl higher up tho
slopes of the fell is an impressive pothole, which is ofton dry. It is
nearly 80 feet deep and edged with vegetation. Tho name given to
it is Lost Pot on account of the great difficulty often exporiencecl
in locating it.

In tho lower allotment just below tho farm, thero are several
noteworthy potholgs all bearing doscriptivo names. Short Drop
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Cavo lies about 50 yarcls from the track ancl 20 yarils from the allot-
ment wall. It is a minute hole which clrops sucltlenly and care
should be taken in invostigating it. From this point a cluster of
trees can be seen in a hollow near the centre of the allotment, where
a wiro fence surrountls a deep pothole, Thie is Rumbling Pot, or
the tr'airies Workshops, names given by the lato Robert Balclerston,
whose book Ingleton, Bggone and Present, is now unhappily, out of
print though irrvaluable to the woulcl-be explorer of this district.
Rumbling Pot is over 200 feet deep and from its depbhs thoro
issues an irritating tapping sound, considerably loucler when a etone
is cast into the gulf. Irong Drop Cavo is a few yarcls to the west of
Bumbling llole in a hollow and it is more ilangerous than Short
Drop, altbough of similor formation.

X'rom here follow the hollow of conjoinod shakeholes tlown the
field aud the Eye ltroles will soon be roaohed, a serios of minuto
potholes in tho moor of no great depth but geologically most
interosting. In tho same allotment, at the end of the depression, a
fence surrounds yet another hole similar to Rumbling Pot anil about
the samo depth. It has peculiar characteristics which explain its
grim name of Doathls Heail llole.

In the next allotment west of Death's llead Hole anil near the
clividing wall is a chasm callecl Gavel or Navel l{ole, cleep and of
great length and width. A partial descent can be macle on the sido
nearest Gragaroth down a seriee of gigantic steps, but this is not
advised as there is vory little foothold and a slip migbt well end in
disaster.

Further caves and potholes aro reacheil by deecencling to tho
valloy down which Easogill Beck flows from Great Coum to Cowan
Bridge. Striking out in tho direction of the summit cairn on
Castorton Fell, the first point of interost reachecl in a procipitous
gorge. Progress ig macle difficult by a tanglo of brackon ancl
heather and caro should bo exercisoal in approaching this ravine as
ite rocky eitles, crownetl with trees ancl foliago aro over 100 feet in
clepth. Easegill Kirk, as this limestone gorge is called, was once
a massive cavern, the roof of which has collapsotl, loaving an open
valley of great granilour. The beck, the Easegill, later becoming
Leck Beck, which formed tho Kirk, hae ilesertecl its formor bed antl
now re-appears below the gorge closo to the Witches Caves' Those
aro clismal, black cave mouths, the larger one being low, anil the
interior is rank and fetid with ramsons and sometimes with tho
c&rcasos of animals.

Climb out of the gorge on the opposite siale to Gragaroth ancl make
off ecross the allotment in a north-wostorly direction. A solitary
1a,1m (Bullpot llouse) will be seon by the track on the slopes of
Barbon Irow FelI ancl Casterton n'e[, about ono mile from the Kirk.
$lightly below the farm apd south of it, Bull Pot sI tbe Witqbes is
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found in a clopression encirclecl by a wall. ft is an ugly black rift,
half-filled with silt and clecayecl vegetation. Tho main hole is 85 feet
deop and the rocky sides aro wet and slippery. Explorers will be
well ad.vised to take great care in tho tlescent. Eopes ancl rope ladders
are essential. fn a line with Bull Pot and lying east of it a zig-zag
hole pierces the moor to a depth of nearly 80 feot. This potholo,
Cow Pot, is open anil surrounded by a crumbling wall. It has been
formed by faulting and the subsequent action of water.

_o_

D'STANCES TO PLACES OF 
'NIEREST(from Ingleton).

Gr,osglnY

Bocaenr I
Bocannr I

Boe Brvur,prs

Bour,onn Cr,lv

Calcenrous

Cer,crrn

Cen oNrrnnous l
Lrursroxn I

Cevn or Dnnoucnunn
Exrr
Cevn or ENeur,punNr
Swer,low

Cnr,r,en llor,n

Csocr Srorqns

CoN,rorNpo Snexnnor,n s

EvsHoln

Feur,r

X'arnv Cgunx

X'or,orNo

,t
Ilobgoblin, presumocl to inhabit certain
potboles in the district' e,g. Boggart's
Roaring Ilole.

Very small mountain streams clraining
swa,mps anil bog areas and often per-
colating into the limestone strata.

A etony clay, the result of the action of
glaciers in the Ice Ago.

Containing lime.

Deposit of Calcium Carbonate.

Limestone Rock laid down during tho
Carboniferous periocl in geology.

Cave which releases water. This eave
usually has an upwaril trencl.

Cave which receives water. This cave
usually has a downwartl trencl.

Small hole at the bottom of a potholo
or at the mouth of a cavo which usually
communicates with a larger hole or cave
system below.

Collection of stonos closing up or weclg-
ing a possible pothole or cave.

A regular line of eurface holes suggesting
the proaonce of caves below.

A small surface pothole, gonerally com-
municating with a large pothole.

A displacement of rocks caused by sub-
siclence anil volcanic action, e.g. Cra,ven
Fault.

Noise emanating from somo pothole,
supposedly causeal by fairies uiho clwell
therein.

Volcanic elevation anil ilepression of
rocks, causing mountain and hill forma-
tion and often causing the rock to beoome
crushoil and dietorted. e.g. Hunt's Cross.

Contains other rock formations, mostly
ehe,lee or sandstone.

Force Gill
Thorn's Gill
Bull Pot of Witcheg
Gaping Gill
Easegill Kirk
Wbernside top
Irost Jobn's Cave
Gragareth top
Clapha,m Cave
Yorilas Cavo
Gatekirk Cavo
Douk Caves
Marble Steps Pot
fngleboro' top
Wbathercote Cave

Alr,orupurs
Ar,lorunnr Roeu

Bnnorlla

B oorNc Cevp

Rowton Pot
Pillar Pot
Thornton X'orce
Beazloy Falls
White Scar Caves
Pecca n'alls
Twistleton Nunnory
Snow Falls
Easegill X'orce (fngleton)
Skirwitb Quarry Cave
Thornton Church
Swilla Glen
Cat Leap X'alls
Storrg Common Cave

8 miles
7*
I

6+
6+
6
6
6
5
5
o
41,

4
4

4

4 miles
3

u
7+
L+
1+
1

1
I
I

4

*
L
L
1
a

_o_
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Enclosecl areas of moorland.

Cart track passing through allotment,

Distinct division between layers of rock
(as seen in Swilla Glen).

Cave formed in a bedding plane,

Iupunp LrMnsroxn
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Jorurs

Lennnn Prrcnns

MaNnor,n

Mesrpn Cevn

Pnn-Celrsnreu Rocrs
(Ancnenax Epocn)

SnexnHor,r

SrNxnor,n

Tuna

Tunnenv

{JNcoNronurry

Gr,ossenv

Vertical cracks between messes of rocks,
especially apparent in limestone.

Perpenclicular drops inside cavoe and
potholes which can only be clesconaleal
with tbo aici of rope ladders.

A smail edition of Cellarhole.

Main clrainage erea. A cavo which
engulfs or oxpels tho main supply ol
water in the area.

The most anoient rocks.

Symmetrical grass-grown hole in the
moor, usually procluced by subsidonco
duo to cave systems below.

Small hole or boggy dopression absorb-
ing water.

Variety of calcium carbonate usually
deposited from springs or in ca,vos,
frequently deposited on vegetation.

The right of digging turf or poat on an-
other man's land.

In tho structuro of Ingleborough the
lowest base rocks (Pre-Cambrian) are
folded and iilted, whilst the overlying
beds of Carboniferous Limestone are
regularly stratified. Thus, betwoen the
two eeries there ie a distinct break in
tho succession of rock formation. This
is called an " Unconformity " anil it
represents great poriods of upheaval ancl
depression, of mountain building and
rapid denudation, with a complote ab-
sence of rock cleposition. At Ingleton
a fow feet of rock covers the period from
Archaean to Carboniforous, not less
than soveral hundrecls of millions of
years, e.g. tho rocks of Thornton X'orce,

IlFr--'
:l:'

tiJr. r

:..:', .

:.ii:1,

',;t:l i:

l:l;,i,i:.

i.:'-ilra

:,
iil..ir l
1':ir:r

! .'.:,:

rt .i]tr

l"l r.,
'i,:l



Pocket Books

-

.. DALESMAN'' PUBLICATTONS

Two lJsefut Handbooks ' 3s. 6d. each (post irm illO)

EOt TON CASTLE (lllustrated)
by GEORGE JAC,60N

THE OLD CLOCKMAKERS OF YORKSH'RE
( tllustrotcd|

by N. V. D,NSDAIE

ls. each (post tree'llQ

The Sury of the Pennlne Walls (lltustroted
by Dr, Arthur Roistrick

Malhomdole (lllustroted) I

by Dr. Arthur Rorstrlck

Wensleydale Dialect Rhymes

by lohn Thwatte

The Sury of Wensleydole Cheese (lllustroted)
by T, C. Calvert

The Folls ond Coves of lngleton (lllustroted)
by tohn L. Homer

A voRKSHtRE QU'Z U6 (post freo l/8)
devl*d,by The Yorl<shlrc Dolcsnon

IHE ORKSH'RE AN6[ER'S,HANDBOOK
by T. K, Wtlson (" Broughtnn Polnt ")

2tB CIost lree 49)

From DoJesmon Publtshing Co,, Ciaphqn, vlo loncoster,
or on'f bookseller
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